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INTRODUCTION 
 

Protracted impacts of colonisation, slavery, political domination, and dispossession of land and 

resources are common causes of poverty, disadvantage and discrimination for Indigenous peoples 

and minority ethnic and religious groups.i Due to the diversity and fluidity of cultural identity, there is 

no universal definition of Indigenous peoples or minority ethnic groups, and limited comparative 

data.ii,iii.  This paper includes evidence relating to minority religious groups as well as minority ethnic 

groups.iv  

• People from minority groups are recognised as having common identities or characteristics 
such as language, race, religion, tribe, nationality, or a combination of these, in a country where 
they are in a socio-politically non-dominant position.v  

• In modern sociology, the term “minority” does not necessarily mean the group’s population is 
smaller, rather that they experience relative disadvantage compared to people from dominant 
ethnic groups.vi  

• “Race” usually refers to perceived distinctive physical traits such as skin colour, whereas 
“ethnicity” refers to cultural expression and identity, though these terms are often used 
interchangeably.vii Both “race” and “ethnicity” are social constructs without any scientific or 
genetic basis. viii 

• This brief uses the term “Afro-descendant” to refer to both Black and “mixed-race” people of 
African descent. The referenced research on Afro-descendants is from Latin America, however 
there are also significant Afro-descendant populations in Asia (particularly in India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka),ix the Middle East and North Africa,x the United Kingdom, Europe and North 
America. There is limited data available about Afro-descendants in Asia, the Middle East and 
North Africa.xi 

• The terms “Indigenous peoples” and “minority ethnic groups” are often used together and not 
distinguished, considering the importance of Indigenous peoples defining their own identity as 
Indigenous, and that many governments do not recognise indigeneity.xii  

• There are 476 million Indigenous people around the world belonging to at least 5,000 groups 
in 90 countries.xiii  

• Across 16 countries in Latin America there were 133 million Afro-descendants in 2015, close 
to 24% of the total Latin American population – 91% of those are concentrated in Brazil and 
Venezuela, and 7% in Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador and Mexico.xiv 

• Research from 2016 found that 28% of 198 countries had “high” or “very high” levels of 
government restrictions on religion, based on the Government Restrictions Index, and 27% of 
countries had “high” or “very high” levels of social hostilities towards certain religious groups.xv 
 

The following profile summarises current evidence on the links between poverty and indigeneity, ethnic 

or religious identity, highlighting how Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic and religious groups are 
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likely to be disproportionately affected by.xvi,xvii How Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic and 

religious groups define their own development and wellbeing often differs from common measurements 

of poverty. Self-determination is therefore a critical concept in understanding poverty amongst 

Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic and religious groups, as for many people, economic growth 

and market integration has coincided with the loss of land and natural environment, economic and 

social systems, languages and religious and spiritual beliefs crucial to their identity.xviii,xix  Indigenous 

peoples and minority ethnic and religious groups commonly aspire to choose their own form of 

development, strengthen their autonomy, and sustainably manage their environments, resources and 

knowledge.xx Religious minority groups are sometimes not concentrated in particular locations, which 

can create challenges to demands for autonomy.xxi 

 

The evidence in this profile pre-dates the COVID-19 pandemic. The available evidence suggests that 

Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic and religious groups in some contexts are at greater risk of 

contracting and dying from COVID-19 due to their disproportionate employment in high-risk sectors, 

concentration in overcrowded housing, and/or limited access to healthcare, and many have difficulties 

accessing public health advice in their native language.xxii  In Brazil, as of July, Afro-Brazilians were 

more likely to have severe respiratory symptoms that were lethal,xxiii and the mortality rate among 

Indigenous people who contracted the virus was almost double that of the national average by June 

2020, killing an older generation of community leaders who play a central role in cultural 

preservation.xxiv People from minority religious groups have also reported being blamed for spreading 

COVID-19, and experiencing increased violence and increased discrimination in accessing aid and 

services.xxv 

EVIDENCE ON POVERTY AND EXCLUSION 

Income poverty: Rates and experiences of poverty are highly context-specific, but recent data 

shows: 

• Indigenous peoples constitute approximately 6% of the world’s population but 15% of the 
world’s extreme poor.xxvi  

• In some contexts, people from minority ethnic groups experience higher rates of poverty: in 
rural areas of Laos, the average consumption per capita of people who do not identify as Lao-
Tai is approximately 26% lower than that of the Lao-Tai.xxvii In Vietnam, about 6.6 million of the 
9 million poor people are from minority ethnic groups, though they only account for 15% of the 
population, and some minority ethnic groups have poverty rates as high as 70-80%.xxviii 

• There are significant racial inequalities in middle-income countries: poverty rates are over twice 
as high for Afro-descendants in Brazil, three times higher in Uruguay, and over 10 percentage 
points higher in Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru, compared to non-Afro-descendants.xxix Afro-
descendants represent 38% of the total population of Latin America but about half of all the 
people living in extreme poverty.xxx In South Africa, 47% of Black South African households 
lived below the poverty line compared to 23% of people of “mixed race”, just over 1% of 
households headed by an Indian/South Asian South African, and less than 1% of households 
headed by White South Africans.xxxi  
 

Health and education: Indigenous peoples and people from minority ethnic and religious groups 

commonly experience barriers to health and education such as discrimination, a lack of services in 

communities, unaffordable services, linguistic and cultural barriers, and a lack of understanding of 

Indigenous/ethnic cultures and traditional health care or education systems.xxxii,xxxiii,xxxiv  
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• More than two thirds of education- and health-poverty is found among households where the 
head is a member of a minority ethnic group.xxxv  

• Indigenous peoples’ life expectancy is up to 20 years lower than the life expectancy of non-
Indigenous people worldwide.xxxvi There are health disparities between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous populations around the world across virtually all health conditions.xxxvii,xxxviii 

• Research on under-5 mortality rates in 36 LMICs found significant differences by ethnic group 
in 25 countries.xxxix 

• Research across 16 surveys from Latin America and the Caribbean found similar levels of child 
and maternal health service coverage for people of African and European descent, but in most 
countries coverage of contraception, antenatal care, and skilled birth attendants was lower 
among Indigenous women.xl 

• The exclusion of Indigenous or minority ethnic and religious group issues, histories and 
languages from school curricula and education systems can put children at risk of losing part 
of their identity and the connection with their parents and kin. Education can also be used to 
assimilate Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic and religious groups, and curricula 
sometimes denigrate minority ethnic and religious groups and reinforce persecution.xli,xlii For 
these reasons, some Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic and religious groups resist state 
education.xliii,xliv,xlv  

• Approximately 40% of the world’s population does not have access to education in a language 
they speak or understand.xlvi  

• In Latin America, on average, about 64% of members of Afro-descendant households have 
completed primary education compared to 83% of non-Afro-descendant households, only 30% 
have completed secondary education (against 46%) and only 5% have completed tertiary 
education or more (against 14%).xlvii 

• Globally, 46.6% of adult Indigenous people in employment have no formal education compared 
to 17.2% of non-Indigenous employed people, and 53.5% of employed Indigenous women have 
no formal education.xlviii Only 7.8% of Indigenous people have a university degree compared to 
almost 20% of non-Indigenous people.xlix Rates of education amongst Indigenous peoples and 
minority ethnic and religious groups vary by country.l 

• People from minority religious groups often have lower levels of literacy and education. For 
example, as of 2011, the literacy rate among Muslims in India was 68.5% (74.7% male, 62% 
female), compared to 73.2% amongst Hindus (81.7% males, 64.3% females), 84.5% amongst 
Christians (87.7% males, 81.4% females), and 75.4% amongst Sikhs (80% males, 70.3% 
females).li 
 

Broader exclusion: for many Indigenous people and people from minority ethnic and religious 

groups, issues of land and natural resource ownership and management, environmental degradation, 

violence, self-determination and civic voice are of high priority. 

• Land rights: Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic groups around the world depend on 
legally recognised ownership and control over land and resources for their cultural, economic 
and physical survival and wellbeing.lii,liii,liv However, many Indigenous peoples and minority 
ethnic groups continue to be displaced from their land without their free, prior and informed 
consent and denied access to or control over natural resources.lv For example, as of 2013, in 
Myanmar, 5.2 million acres of land had been awarded to businesses, largely without the 
consent or consideration of local people, including people from Indigenous/minority ethnic 
groups.lvi 

• Climate change and biodiversity: Approximately 80% of the world’s remaining biodiversity 
is stewarded by Indigenous peoples, yet in many contexts they continue to play a marginal 
role in policy-making.lvii Indigenous peoples often depend on the natural resources on their 
lands, and are the first to experience the impacts of climate change.lviii It is estimated that 
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millions of Indigenous Pacific islanders will be forced to migrate and resettle by 2050 due to 
sea level rises caused by climate change.lix  

• Violence and persecution: people from Indigenous and minority ethnic and religious groups 
are often at a high risk of violence, including in the form of militarisation, forced relocation, 
genocide, arbitrary detention, torture, forced integration in to market economies, restricted or 
denied freedom of religion or belief, and daily discrimination.lx In Brazil, up to three in four 
homicide victims are Afro-descendants.lxi Globally nearly 500 Indigenous peoples were 
murdered between 2017 and 2019 defending their environmental and land rights.lxii Since 
2014, there has been evidence of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes against 
religious minorities in the Central African Republic, Myanmar, Iraq and Syria.lxiii In some 
countries, anti-blasphemy laws dissuade people from religious minority groups from publicly 
raising their concerns about discriminatory policies and practices, where expressing one’s 
faith can result in arbitrary detention or ill-treatment.lxiv lxv States often use laws, policies and 
actions to restrict freedom of religion or belief. For example, at least 21 countries criminalise 
apostasy, including 12 countries in which apostasy is punishable by death.lxvi Many state 
authorities have arrested, detained and sentenced members of religious minorities for 
undefined charges.lxvii 

• Political representation: Indigenous peoples and minority ethnic groups are proportionally 
represented or overrepresented in Burundi, China (reflecting all ethnic minorities), Guyana, 
India (House of the People only), Myanmar, Peru, Suriname and Vietnam, but they are 
underrepresented in at least 12 parliaments.lxviii Out of the 923 MPs from Indigenous and 
minority ethnic groups for which gender-disaggregated data are available, 742 (80%) are men 
and only 181 (20%) are women. lxix 

• Official recognition: Many governments (most in Asia, and several in Africa) do not officially 
recognise Indigenous or minority ethnic group identity, and many Indigenous people do not 
have official identity cards, which makes it impossible for them to access most government 
services, including education and health services.lxx In some countries, certain minority 
religious groups are not recognised as citizens; for example Shi’a Muslims in Bahrain, 
Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar and Jehovah’s Witnesses in Eritrea have had their citizenship 
revoked or denied on the basis of their religious identity.lxxi 

• Employment: Across six Latin American countries, on average, Afro-descendants are 
unemployed at nearly twice the rate of non-Afro-descendants.lxxii According to the last census 
in Brazil (2010), Afro-descendants in professional careers made on average over 40 percent 
less than their white peers, while those working as skilled agricultural or fishery workers made 
over 51% less.lxxiii Globally, the proportion of Indigenous people working for wages and 
salaries is only 28% compared to 49% of non-Indigenous people.lxxiv,lxxv Discrimination in 
access to employment is also commonly reported amongst many minority religious groups 
and is a key driver of poverty.lxxvi  
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HOW INDIGENOUS, ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS IDENTITY 

INTERACTS WITH OTHER IDENTITIES 

There is limited data disaggregated by indigeneity, ethnicity, race, religion and other intersecting 

identities. However recent data and evidence demonstrate that:  

• Women and girls: Women and girls from Indigenous or minority ethnic and religious groups 
experience compounded discrimination based on their ethnicity and gender. For example, 
female Afro-Brazilians earn on average 46% less than White Brazilian women, but 32% less 
than male Afro-descendants.lxxvii Across 16 countries, the poorest women from minority ethnic 
groups were the most likely to have been left behind in education and health.lxxviii Displacement 
and loss of livelihoods can put women and girls from Indigenous and minority ethnic groups at 
increased risk of trafficking, economic and sexual exploitation, and can put them at risk of 
conflict and violence.lxxix Women and girls are sometimes used as political pawns or violently 
assaulted as a mode of persecution in conflicts associated with specific ethnic or religious 
groups.lxxx Indigenous girls tend to be more disadvantaged than Indigenous boys.lxxxi  Women 
from Indigenous and minority ethnic groups are more likely to die or face complications related 
to pregnancy.lxxxii  

• Young people: Children from Indigenous and minority ethnic groups experience malnutrition 
and childhood diseases at higher rates than other children, and higher rates of infant mortality. 
For example, in DRC, mortality from measles is estimated to be five times higher amongst 
Ba’Aka children than neighbouring Bantu communities,lxxxiii and in India, child malnutrition is 14-
20% higher for Scheduled Castes and Tribes.lxxxiv Across Latin America, child mortality is 70% 
higher among Indigenous children than non-Indigenous children.lxxxv 

• People with disabilities and LGBTQI+ people: There is limited evidence available on people 
with disabilities from Indigenous and minority ethnic and religious groups.lxxxvi  

CASE STUDY: BATWA/TWA PEOPLE OF THE GREAT LAKES REGION, 

CENTRAL AFRICA 

Sources: IRIN, 2006; UNDESA, 2013; Harper, 2012; MRG, 2013, 2018a, 2018b, 2018c, 2018d, 2018e, 2020; Mugarura 

and Ndemeye, 2003; Mukasa, 2014. 

The Batwa/Twa people of the Great Lakes Region in Burundi, DRC, Rwanda and Uganda commonly experience chronic 

poverty, poor health, discrimination and violence as a result of the forced dispossession of their customary forested 

lands and displacement. They historically depended on the land and forests for their food, medicines, and cultural and 

spiritual practices. However it is estimated that of the 70,000 – 87,000 Batwa/Twa people, less than 7000 now have 

direct and regular access to their customary land after it was cleared for agriculture, development projects and forest 

conservation from the 1970s to 1990s. Less than 2% of the Batwa/Twa population have sufficient land to cultivate, very 

few own livestock, and most are either squatters or tenants on other peoples’ land, no longer able to practice forest-

based livelihoods. Landlessness and living in overcrowded and temporary shelter has led to high prevalence of malaria, 

alcoholism, and poor sanitation-related diseases. The livelihoods and wellbeing of the few Batwa who still live in the 

forests have further been threatened by conflict and natural resource extraction, such as logging and mining. A majority 

of the Batwa people in the DRC were not documented as citizens, which prevented them from legally owning land. Only 

in June 2020 DRC’s National Assembly voted to adopt a Bill to recognise and safeguard indigenous peoples. In 

Rwanda, Twa people are not officially recognised as an indigenous or ethnic group, chronic poverty and discrimination 

prevents many Twa children from remaining in school, and Twa people have higher infant mortality rates, shorter 

average lifespans and higher rates of disease and malnutrition. In Uganda, Batwa people have experienced rape, 

defilement, torture, abuse, and poor levels of education and political representation, and they are recognised as in 

danger of starvation and extinction. In Burundi, Twa people are officially recognised, but they continue to be among the 

poorest people in the country. 
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• People with mental health conditions and older people: HelpAge International has reported 
on the devastating mental health effects of the cumulative impact of a lifetime of discrimination 
experienced by older people from Indigenous and minority ethnic groups.lxxxvii 

 

CONTEXTUAL FACTORS 

Contextual factors such as rural or urban location, conflict and natural disasters can influence the 

experience of poverty for people from Indigenous or minority ethnic and religious groups. Key data and 

evidence show that:  

• Rural/urban divide: the situation of Indigenous peoples and people from minority ethnic and 
religious groups in rural and urban settings varies significantly by context. In Latin America, 
migration from rural to urban areas has increased, with 49% of the Indigenous population living 
in urban areas, where they generally have greater access to public services.lxxxviii The life 
expectancy of Indigenous people is 30 years shorter in the Peruvian highlands than in Lima.lxxxix 
Completion of primary education throughout Latin America is 1.6 times higher for urban 
Indigenous people than for rural Indigenous people, 3.6 times higher for secondary education, 
and 7.7 times higher for tertiary education.xc 

 
 

MEASUREMENT AND DATA  

Challenges and limitations of the data include: 

• Many international agencies do not collect disaggregated data on people from Indigenous a 
minority ethnic and religious groups.xci,xcii 

• Variations in the definitions of ‘Indigenous’ and ‘minority ethnic group’ or reluctance to define 
these concepts can pose problems in collecting and comparing data.xciii 

• In a survey of census questionnaires, the United Nations found that 65% enumerated their 
populations by national or ethnic group, but they used a diverse range of approaches and terms 
to classify ethnicity. In some countries what is called ‘race’ might be called ‘ethnicity’ in another, 
and what is called ‘nationality’ in some contexts is called ‘citizenship’ in others.xciv 

• Religious identity often corresponds to distinct ethnic and/or linguistic identities, therefore it can 
be difficult to distinguish whether solely religion, ethnicity, or language is the key driver of 
exclusion and poverty. xcv  

• Many countries in Asia and Africa do not define sub-populations as Indigenous or minority 
ethnic groups because there is limited consensus on the definitions of these identities, and in 
some contexts political sensitivities.xcvi 

• Disaggregating data by linguistic groups can be useful but does not accurately capture the 
heterogeneity of many Indigenous and minority ethnic populations, for example some people 
no longer speak their ancestral language due to urbanisation, discrimination or other factors.xcvii 

• There is significantly more data and research on socio-economic inequalities experienced by 
Indigenous peoples and people from minority ethnic and religious groups in high income 
countries.xcviii 

• There is limited global comparative data available on the economic experiences of people from 
Indigenous or minority ethnic and religious groups.xcix 

• In contexts where Indigenous and minority ethnic and religious group populations are 
concentrated in particular geographic locations, data is often presented by geographic location 
rather than by ethnicity or religious identity. 
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• There is limited comparative data available on forms of poverty amongst people from minority 
religious groups. Many countries do not collect data on religion due to political sensitivities and 
the danger that data collection and storage can pose to persecuted groups. People from 
minority religious groups may not wish to disclose their religious identity due to fear of 
persecution, and there is no global standardised methodology for collecting data on religious 
identity. 

KEY RESOURCES: 

• Hall, G. and Patrinos, A. (Eds.) (2012). Indigenous Peoples, Poverty, and Development. 
Cambridge University Press. 

• UNDESA (2009). State of the world’s Indigenous peoples. 
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/SOWIP/en/SOWIP_web.pdf  

• UNDESA (2013). State of the world’s Indigenous peoples: Indigenous peoples’ access to 
health services. https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/2016/Docs-
updates/SOWIP_Health.pdf 

• World Bank (2018). Afro-descendants in Latin America: toward a framework of inclusion. 
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/896461533724334115/pdf/129298-7-8-
2018-17-29-37-AfrodescendantsinLatinAmerica.pdf  

• UNOHCHR (2020). Annual report of the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or 
belief: Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance. Available at: 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26400&Lang
ID=E 

 

  

This profile was produced by the Disability Inclusion Helpdesk, managed by Social Development Direct (SDDirect). SDDirect is a 

leading provider of high-quality, innovative and expert social development assistance and research services. We work to build inclusive 

societies in which people in all of their diversity are valued and empowered to make choices about their own development.” 

The Disability Inclusion Helpdesk provides research and advice to the Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) and 

other UK government departments on disability inclusion in policy and programming across FCDO’s five minimum standards on 

disability inclusion. We are a team of experienced in-house helpdesk researchers working alongside over 60 senior disability inclusion 

experts with experience across different themes, sectors and geographies. We can advise on disability inclusion in development, FCAS 

and humanitarian settings.  

The Helpdesk is part of  FCDO’s Disability Inclusive Development (DID) Programme under the banner of Inclusive Futures, led by 

Sightsavers, which brings together 16 international development organisations, disabled people’s organisations and country partners 

to ensure no one is left behind.  

These factsheets were produced for FCDO to enhance knowledge and understanding of how different identities are impacted by 

poverty. The research was conducted using primarily pre-Covid sources, although the factsheets have sought to summarise the impact 

of COVID-19 where information is available. The authors of this profile are Jessie Meaney-Davis and Erika Fraser.  

 

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/SOWIP/en/SOWIP_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/2016/Docs-updates/SOWIP_Health.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/2016/Docs-updates/SOWIP_Health.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/896461533724334115/pdf/129298-7-8-2018-17-29-37-AfrodescendantsinLatinAmerica.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/896461533724334115/pdf/129298-7-8-2018-17-29-37-AfrodescendantsinLatinAmerica.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26400&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26400&LangID=E


8 WHO ARE THE “BOTTOM BILLION”?            
 INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND PEOPLE FROM MINORITY 
 ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS| January 2021  

Case study references 

Harper, S. (2012). Social Determinants of Health for Uganda’s Indigenous Batwa. Africa Portal. 

https://media.africaportal.org/documents/Backgrounder_No._32.pdf 

IRIN (Integrated Regional Information Networks) (2006). Minorities under siege: Pygmies today in 

Africa. IRIN Humanitarian News and Analysis. UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

http://www.irinnews.org/pdf/in-depth/Pygmies-today-in-Africa-IRIN-In-Depth.pdf 

Maybury-Lewis, D. (2002). Genocide against Indigenous peoples. Annihilating difference: The 

anthropology of genocide, 43-53. 

MRG (2013). State of the world’s minorities and Indigenous peoples 2013. 

https://minorityrights.org/publications/state-of-the-worlds-minorities-and-Indigenous-peoples-

2013-september-2013/  

MRG (2018a). Uganda: Decades of displacement for Batwa, uprooted in the name of conservation. 

https://minorityrights.org/uganda-decades-of-displacement-for-batwa-uprooted-in-the-name-

of-conservation/ 

MRG (2018b). Twa: Rwanda. https://minorityrights.org/minorities/twa-2/ 

MRG (2018c). Twa: Burundi. https://minorityrights.org/minorities/twa/ 

MRG (2018d). Batwa: Uganda. https://minorityrights.org/minorities/batwa/ 

MRG (2018e). Batwa and Bambuti: Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

https://minorityrights.org/minorities/batwa-and-bambuti/ 

MRG (2020). Overlooked no more: a victory for the Indigenous Batwa of the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. https://minorityrights.org/2020/06/16/overlooked-no-more-batwa-drc/  

Mugarura, B. and A. Ndemeye (2003). Batwa Land Rights in Rwanda. Micro Study. London: Minority 

Rights International. http://www.minorityrights.org/download.php?id=93 

Mukasa, N. (2014). The Batwa Indigenous People of Uganda and their traditional forest land: 

eviction, non-collaboration and unfulfilled needs. Indigenous Policy Journal Vol. XXIV(4). 

 

https://media.africaportal.org/documents/Backgrounder_No._32.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/pdf/in-depth/Pygmies-today-in-Africa-IRIN-In-Depth.pdf
https://minorityrights.org/publications/state-of-the-worlds-minorities-and-indigenous-peoples-2013-september-2013/
https://minorityrights.org/publications/state-of-the-worlds-minorities-and-indigenous-peoples-2013-september-2013/
https://minorityrights.org/uganda-decades-of-displacement-for-batwa-uprooted-in-the-name-of-conservation/
https://minorityrights.org/uganda-decades-of-displacement-for-batwa-uprooted-in-the-name-of-conservation/
https://minorityrights.org/minorities/twa-2/
https://minorityrights.org/minorities/twa/
https://minorityrights.org/minorities/batwa/
https://minorityrights.org/minorities/batwa-and-bambuti/
https://minorityrights.org/2020/06/16/overlooked-no-more-batwa-drc/
http://www.minorityrights.org/download.php?id=93


9 WHO ARE THE “BOTTOM BILLION”?            
 INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND PEOPLE FROM MINORITY 
 ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS| January 2021  

 
i UNDESA (2018). Promoting inclusion through social protection: report on the world social situation 
2018. https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2018/07/1-1.pdf  
ii UNDESA (2013). State of the world’s indigenous peoples: indigenous peoples’ access to health 
services. https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/2016/Docs-
updates/SOWIP_Health.pdf  
iii UN OHCHR (United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights) (n.d.). Minorities 
under international law. 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Minorities/Pages/internationallaw.aspx#:~:text=Adopted%20
by%20consensus%20in%201992%2C%20the%20United%20Nations,agreed%20definition%20a
s%20to%20which%20groups%20constitute%20minorities. 
iv Minority religious groups are groups who may or may not be numerically smaller populations in 
comparison to the rest of the population of a State, who are in a non-dominant position, and whose 
members possess religious characteristics differing from the rest of the population, and show, if only 
implicitly, a sense of solidarity, directed towards preserving their religion. (UNOHCHR, n.d.) 
v UNDESA (2018).  
vi Healey, J.F. (2018). Race, ethnicity, gender and class: the sociology of group conflict and change. 
Stepnick, A., O’Brien, E., (Eighth edition). Thousand Oaks, California 
vii Morning, A. (2015). Ethnic Classification in Global Perspective: A Cross-National Survey of the 
2000 Census Round. In: Simon P., Piché V., Gagnon A. (eds) Social Statistics and Ethnic Diversity. 
IMISCOE Research Series. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20095-8_2. 
Blakemore, E. (2019). Race and ethnicity: How are they different? National Geographic. 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/topics/reference/race-
ethnicity/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CRace%E2%80%9D%20is%20usually%20associated%20with,an
d%20characterize%20seemingly%20distinct%20populations. 
viii Blakemore, 2019. 
ix De Silva, S. (2015). Afro-descendants in Asia. Minority Rights Group. 
https://stories.minorityrights.org/afro-descendants/chapter/asia/ 
x El Ashmawy, S. (2015). Afro-Descendants in the Middle East and North Africa. Minority Rights 
Group. https://stories.minorityrights.org/afro-descendants/chapter/middle-east-and-north-
africa/ 
xi De Silva, 2015. El Ashmawy, 2015. 
xii Hall, G. and Patrinos, A. (Eds.) (2012). Indigenous Peoples, Poverty, and Development. 
Cambridge University Press. 
xiii IWGIA (International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs) (2019). Annual report 2019. 
https://www.iwgia.org/images/publications/new-
publications/2020/IWGIA_Annual_Report_2019.pdf 
xiv World Bank (2018). Afro-descendants in Latin America: toward a framework of inclusion. 
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/896461533724334115/pdf/129298-7-8-2018-17-29-
37-AfrodescendantsinLatinAmerica.pdf 
xv Kishi, K. (2018). Key findings on the global rise in religious restrictions. Pew Research Center. 
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/06/21/key-findings-on-the-global-rise-in-religious-
restrictions/ 
xvi While indigenous peoples and people from minority ethnic groups in high-income countries also 
commonly experience poverty and social exclusion, for the purpose of this profile, the focus is on 
indigenous peoples and people from minority ethnic groups in low- and middle-income countries. 
xvii The research for this profile was completed within 2 days. Due to the limited scope of the research 
it was not possible to search for in-depth data and evidence at the country level, which would yield 
more specific findings.  
xviii Hall and Patrinos, 2012. UNDESA, 2009. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2018/07/1-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/2016/Docs-updates/SOWIP_Health.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/2016/Docs-updates/SOWIP_Health.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Minorities/Pages/internationallaw.aspx#:~:text=Adopted%20by%20consensus%20in%201992%2C%20the%20United%20Nations,agreed%20definition%20as%20to%20which%20groups%20constitute%20minorities.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Minorities/Pages/internationallaw.aspx#:~:text=Adopted%20by%20consensus%20in%201992%2C%20the%20United%20Nations,agreed%20definition%20as%20to%20which%20groups%20constitute%20minorities.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Minorities/Pages/internationallaw.aspx#:~:text=Adopted%20by%20consensus%20in%201992%2C%20the%20United%20Nations,agreed%20definition%20as%20to%20which%20groups%20constitute%20minorities.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20095-8_2
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/topics/reference/race-ethnicity/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CRace%E2%80%9D%20is%20usually%20associated%20with,and%20characterize%20seemingly%20distinct%20populations.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/topics/reference/race-ethnicity/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CRace%E2%80%9D%20is%20usually%20associated%20with,and%20characterize%20seemingly%20distinct%20populations.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/topics/reference/race-ethnicity/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CRace%E2%80%9D%20is%20usually%20associated%20with,and%20characterize%20seemingly%20distinct%20populations.
https://stories.minorityrights.org/afro-descendants/chapter/asia/
https://stories.minorityrights.org/afro-descendants/chapter/middle-east-and-north-africa/
https://stories.minorityrights.org/afro-descendants/chapter/middle-east-and-north-africa/
https://www.iwgia.org/images/publications/new-publications/2020/IWGIA_Annual_Report_2019.pdf
https://www.iwgia.org/images/publications/new-publications/2020/IWGIA_Annual_Report_2019.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/896461533724334115/pdf/129298-7-8-2018-17-29-37-AfrodescendantsinLatinAmerica.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/896461533724334115/pdf/129298-7-8-2018-17-29-37-AfrodescendantsinLatinAmerica.pdf


10 WHO ARE THE “BOTTOM BILLION”?            
 INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND PEOPLE FROM MINORITY 
 ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS| January 2021  

 
xix World Bank (2015). Indigenous Latin America in the Twenty-First Century: the first decade. 
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/145891467991974540/pdf/Indigenous-Latin-
America-in-the-twenty-first-century-the-first-decade.pdf 
xx Ibid. 
xxi Lennox, C. (2010). Religious minorities and the Millennium Development Goals. 
https://minorityrights.org/wp-content/uploads/old-site-downloads/download-844-Religious-minorities-
and-the-Millennium-Development-Goals.pdf 
xxii Al Saba, R. (2020). Inequality and the impact of Covid-19: How discrimination is shaping the 
experiences of minorities and indigenous peoples during the pandemic. Minority Rights Group 
International. https://minorityrights.org/publications/covid-briefing/ 
xxiii Morrison, J. (2020). Exposure and Inequalities: African Descendants during COVID-19. UNDP 
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/blog/2020/ser-afrodescendiente-
durante-el-covid-19--exposicion-y-desiguald.html 
xxiv Curtice, K. and Choo, E., ‘Indigenous populations: Left behind in the Covid-19 response’, The 
Lancet 395(10239), 6 June 2020, p.1753; Wallace, S., ‘Disaster looms for indigenous Amazon tribes 
as COVID-19 cases multiply’, National Geographic, 15 June 2020. 
xxv Institute of Development Studies (IDS) (2020). Religious inequalities and the impact of Covid-19. 
https://www.ids.ac.uk/news/religious-inequalities-and-the-impact-of-covid-19/ 
xxvi The definition of ‘extreme poverty’ has not been provided for this statistic, however the World 
Bank commonly defines extreme poverty as living on less than US$1.90 per day. Source: World 
Bank (2019). Indigenous peoples. https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples#1  
xxvii World Bank (2017). Lao poverty policy brief: why are ethnic minorities poor? 
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/501721505813643980/pdf/119793-WP-
PovertyReport-PUBLIC-ENGLISH-and-LAO-ENGLAOFinal.pdf 
xxviii Quyen, N.H. (2019). Reducing rural poverty in Vietnam: issues, policies, challenges. UNDESA. 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/03/Reducing-
rural-poverty-in-Vietnam-Issues-Policies-Challenges.pdf  
xxix World Bank, 2018. 
xxx Defined as people living on less than US$3.20 a day at purchasing power parity values of 2011. 
xxxi World Bank (2018). Overcoming poverty and inequality in South Africa: An assessment of drivers, 
constraints and opportunities. 
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/530481521735906534/pdf/124521-REV-OUO-
South-Africa-Poverty-and-Inequality-Assessment-Report-2018-FINAL-WEB.pdf 
xxxii UNDESA, 2013 
xxxiii UNESCO (2008). Overcoming Inequality: Why Governance Matters. Education For All Global 
Monitoring Report. Paris: UNESCO. 
xxxiv World Bank, 2018. 
xxxv The results from this study should be treated with caution due to low population coverage: the 
population coverage of ethnicity data was 50–55% of the total population of LICs and LMICs in 2007. 
Sumner, A. (2012) The New Face of Poverty: How has the Composition of Poverty in Low Income 
and Lower Middle Income Countries (excluding China) Changed since the 1990s? IDS Working 
Paper No 408.  
xxxvi World Bank, 2019 

 

 

http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/145891467991974540/pdf/Indigenous-Latin-America-in-the-twenty-first-century-the-first-decade.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/145891467991974540/pdf/Indigenous-Latin-America-in-the-twenty-first-century-the-first-decade.pdf
https://minorityrights.org/publications/covid-briefing/
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/blog/2020/ser-afrodescendiente-durante-el-covid-19--exposicion-y-desiguald.html
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/blog/2020/ser-afrodescendiente-durante-el-covid-19--exposicion-y-desiguald.html
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples#1
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/501721505813643980/pdf/119793-WP-PovertyReport-PUBLIC-ENGLISH-and-LAO-ENGLAOFinal.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/501721505813643980/pdf/119793-WP-PovertyReport-PUBLIC-ENGLISH-and-LAO-ENGLAOFinal.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/03/Reducing-rural-poverty-in-Vietnam-Issues-Policies-Challenges.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/03/Reducing-rural-poverty-in-Vietnam-Issues-Policies-Challenges.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/530481521735906534/pdf/124521-REV-OUO-South-Africa-Poverty-and-Inequality-Assessment-Report-2018-FINAL-WEB.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/530481521735906534/pdf/124521-REV-OUO-South-Africa-Poverty-and-Inequality-Assessment-Report-2018-FINAL-WEB.pdf


11 WHO ARE THE “BOTTOM BILLION”?            
 INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND PEOPLE FROM MINORITY 
 ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS| January 2021  

 
xxxix Victora, C.G.V., Barros, A.J.D., Blumenberg, C., Costa, J.C., Vidaletti, L.P., Wehrmeister, F.C., 
Masquelier, B., Hug, L., You, D. (2020). Association between ethnicity and under-5 mortality: analysis 
of data from demographic surveys from 36 low-income and middle-income countries. The Lancet, 
8(3):E352-E361. 
xl Mesenburg, M.A., Restrepo-Mendez, M.C., et al. (2018). Ethnic group inequalities in coverage with 
reproductive, maternal and child health interventions: cross-sectional analyses of national surveys in 
16 Latin American and Caribbean countries. The Lancet, 6(8):E902-E913. 
xliLennox, 2010. 
xlii World Bank, 2018. 
xliii Larsen, P.B. (2003). Indigenous and Tribal Children: Assessing Child Labour and Education 
Challenges. Joint working paper from the International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour 
(IPEC) and the INDISCO Programme. Geneva: International Labour Organization (ILO). 
xliv Kaunga, J. O. (2005). Indigenous Peoples’ Experiences in the Formal Education System: The 
Case of the Kenyan Pastoralists. Indigenous Affairs, Indigenous Peoples and Education, 01/2005: 
35-41. Copenhagen: IWGIA.  
xlv Hays, J. and A. Siegruhn (2005). Education and the San of Southern Africa. Indigenous Affairs, 
Indigenous Peoples and Education, No. 01/2005: 26-34. Copenhagen: IWGIA. 
xlvi UNESCO (2016). If you don’t understand, how can you learn? Global education monitoring report. 
Policy Paper No. 24 (February). Paris. 
xlvii World Bank, 2018.  
xlviii ILO (International Labour Organisation) (2019). Implementing the ILO Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples Convention No. 169: towards an inclusive, sustainable and just future. 
https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_735607/lang--en/index.htm  
xlix Ibid. 
l Country-specific examples include:  
Cameroon: only 1.31% of the Indigenous Baka children in the District of Salapoumbé attend primary 
school. Source: Vinding, D. (Ed.) (2006). Indigenous Peoples and the MDGs: Perspectives from 
indigenous communities in Bolivia, Cambodia, Cameroon and Guatemala. Geneva: PRO 169/ 
International Labour Organization. 

Chad: only 1% of boys and virtually 0% of girls from nomadic groups were enrolled in school (IWGIA, 
2019). 
Ghana: while the national average number of years in education is 6.6, people from the Gruma 
ethnic group have an average of 0.2 years of education. Source: Bhatkal, T., Samman, E. Stuart, E. 
(2015). Leave no one behind: the real bottom billion. https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-
assets/publications-opinion-files/10206.pdf 

Nepal: the adult literacy rate for all upper castes was 63% compared to 51% for all Janajatis 
(Indigenous groups) and 38% for all Dalits. Source: UNDP (United Nations Development Program) 
(2009). Nepal Human Development Report 2009. Kathmandu. 
li 2011 census data as in Haneefa, M. (2020). The educational status of Indian Muslims a decade 
after the Sachar Committee Report. https://ssrn.com/abstract=3647513. 
lii UNDESA, 2009. 
liii UNPFII (United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues) (2007). Report on the Sixth 
Session. UN Doc. E/2007/43. 
liv World Bank, 2018.  
lv IWGIA, 2019. 
lvi Ibid. and De Schutter, O. (2016). Tainted lands: corruption in large-scale land deals. Global 
Witness. https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-deals/tainted-lands-corruption-
large-scale-land-deals/ 

https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_735607/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/10206.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/10206.pdf
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-deals/tainted-lands-corruption-large-scale-land-deals/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-deals/tainted-lands-corruption-large-scale-land-deals/


12 WHO ARE THE “BOTTOM BILLION”?            
 INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND PEOPLE FROM MINORITY 
 ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS| January 2021  

 
lvii MRG (2019). Minority and indigenous trends 2019: focus on climate justice. 
https://minorityrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/MRG-Key-Trends-Report-2019-FINAL-
1.pdf 
lviii IWGIA, 2019. 
lix Höing, N. and Razzaque, J. (2012). Unacknowledged and unwanted? “Environmental refugees” in 
search of legal status, Journal of Global Ethics 8(1), April 2012, pp. 19–40, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17449626.2011.635691 
lx Eversole, R., McNeish, J-A., and Cimadamore, A.D. (Eds.) (2013). Indigenous Peoples and 
Poverty: an international perspective. Zed Books, Ltd. 
lxi World Bank, 2018. 
lxii IWGIA, 2019. 
lxiii UNOHCHR (2020). Annual report of the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief: 
Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance. Available at: 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26400&LangID=E 
lxiv Lennox, 2010.  
lxv UNOHCHR, 2020.  
lxvi Humanists International (2019). Freedom of Thought Report. 
https://fot.humanists.international/download-the-report/ 
lxvii UNOHCHR, 2020.  
lxviii Inter-Parliamentary Union (2014). Beyond numbers: the participation of indigenous peoples in 
parliament. http://archive.ipu.org/pdf/publications/indigenous-sur-en.pdf 
lxix Ibid. 
lxx IWGIA, 2019. 
lxxi UNOHCHR, 2020.  
lxxii World Bank, 2018. 
lxxiii Ibid. 
lxxiv ILO, 2019. 
lxxv Many Indigenous people are self-employed traders and producers or casual and sub-contracted 
workers working for low pay. Source: Vinding, D.; Kampbel, E.-R. (2012). Indigenous women 
workers: With case studies from Bangladesh, Nepal and the Americas, International Labour 
Standards Department (Geneva, ILO)  
lxxvi Lennox, 2010. 
lxxvii World Bank, 2018. 
lxxviii Lenhardt, A. and Samman, E. (2015). In quest of inclusive progress: exploring intersecting 
inequalities in human development. Development Progress Research Report. London: ODI. 
lxxix UNIASG (United Nations Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues) (2014). 
Elimination and responses to violence, exploitation and abuse of indigenous girls, adolescents and 
young women. 
https://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/indigenous/pdf/IASG%20Thematic%20Paper_%20Viole
nce%20against%20Girls%20and%20Women%20-%20rev1.pdf; UNESC (United Nations 
Economic and Social Council) (2015). Twenty-year review of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action and beyond: a framework to advance indigenous women’s issues. 
https://undocs.org/E/C.19/2015/2 
lxxx For example in the cases of Boko Haram insurgents abducting 276 mostly Christian schoolgirls in 
Nigeria in 2014, and the mass rape of Rohingya women in Myanmar in 2017. Tadros, M. (2020). 
Invisible targets of hatred: socioeconomically excluded women from religious minority backgrounds. 
CREID working paper. 
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/15614/CREID_Working_Paper_
2_Invisible_Targets_of_Hate.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

https://minorityrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/MRG-Key-Trends-Report-2019-FINAL-1.pdf
https://minorityrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/MRG-Key-Trends-Report-2019-FINAL-1.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/17449626.2011.635691
http://archive.ipu.org/pdf/publications/indigenous-sur-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/indigenous/pdf/IASG%20Thematic%20Paper_%20Violence%20against%20Girls%20and%20Women%20-%20rev1.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/indigenous/pdf/IASG%20Thematic%20Paper_%20Violence%20against%20Girls%20and%20Women%20-%20rev1.pdf
https://undocs.org/E/C.19/2015/2


13 WHO ARE THE “BOTTOM BILLION”?            
 INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND PEOPLE FROM MINORITY 
 ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS| January 2021  

 
lxxxi UNDESA, 2009. For example: 
Guatemala: only 54% of Indigenous girls are enrolled in school, compared with 71% of Indigenous 
boys, and by age 16, only a quarter of Indigenous girls are enrolled, compared with 45% of boys 
(UNESCO, 2008). 
Ethiopia: As of 2008, in the Somali region the literacy rate for female pastoralists was 4.8%, 
compared to a 22.7% literacy rate for male pastoralists. Source: Kipuri, N. and Ridgewell, A. (2008). 
A Double Bind: The Exclusion of Pastoralist Women in the East and Horn of Africa. Minority Rights 
International. 
lxxxii UNPFA (United Nations Population Fund) (2018). Indigenous Women’s Maternal Health and 
Maternal Mortality. https://www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2018/fact-sheet-indigenous-
womens-maternal-health-and-mortality-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1755. 
For example:  
DRC: 94% of Congolese women had access to antenatal care, compared to 37% of Indigenous 
women. Source: The New Humanitarian (2013). In Congo, few pygmy women have access to 
reproductive health services. https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2013/03/01/congo-few-
pygmy-women-have-access-reproductive-health-services 

Kenya: Maasai women in Kenya are twice as likely to have had no antenatal care (UNPFA, 2018) 
Namibia: San women in Namibia are ten times more likely to give birth without skilled attendance 
(UNPFA, 2018). 

Panama: Indigenous women are approximately six times more likely to die in childbirth than non-
Indigenous women. Source: MRG (n.d.) Children and young people. 
https://stories.minorityrights.org/lifeatthemargins/chapter/children-and-young-people/ 
lxxxiii MRG (n.d.). 
lxxxiv MRG (Minority Rights Group) (2012). State of the World’s Minorities 2012: Events of 2011, 
London. 
lxxxv ECLAC (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean) (2007). Panorama social 
de América Latina. Santiago: United Nations. 
lxxxvi Saran, A., White, H. and Kuper, H. (2020). Evidence and gap map of studies assessing the 
effectiveness of interventions for people with disabilities in low- and middle-income countries. 
Campbell Systematic Reviews, 16(1).  https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.1070 
lxxxvii HelpAge International (2011). Discrimination in old age: multiple, cumulative and on the 
increase. http://www.helpage.org/silo/files/discrimination-in-old-age-multiple-cumulative-and-
on-the-increase.doc 
lxxxviii World Bank, 2015. 
lxxxix Hufstader, C. (2010). “The Injustice of Racism,” Oxfam America, Nov. 30, 2010, 
http://www.oxfamamerica.org/articles/the-injustice-of-racism. IFAD ( International Fund for 
Agricultural Development) (2007). Statistics and key facts about indigenous peoples. Rome: IFAD.  
xc World Bank, 2015. 
xci UNDESA, 2009. 
xcii UNDESA (n.d.). Data collection and disaggregation for indigenous peoples. 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/data-and-
indicators.html 
xciii UNDESA, n.d. 
xciv Morning, 2015. 
xcv Lennox, 2010. 
xcvi Hall and Patrinos, 2012 
xcvii Ibid. 
xcviii Ibid. 
xcix Ibid. 

https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2018/fact-sheet-indigenous-womens-maternal-health-and-mortality-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1755
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2018/fact-sheet-indigenous-womens-maternal-health-and-mortality-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1755
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2018/fact-sheet-indigenous-womens-maternal-health-and-mortality-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1755
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2013/03/01/congo-few-pygmy-women-have-access-reproductive-health-services
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2013/03/01/congo-few-pygmy-women-have-access-reproductive-health-services
https://stories.minorityrights.org/lifeatthemargins/chapter/children-and-young-people/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.1070
http://www.helpage.org/silo/files/discrimination-in-old-age-multiple-cumulative-and-on-the-increase.doc
http://www.helpage.org/silo/files/discrimination-in-old-age-multiple-cumulative-and-on-the-increase.doc
http://www.oxfamamerica.org/articles/the-injustice-of-racism
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/data-and-indicators.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/data-and-indicators.html

